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Agenda item 5 

Enhancing the global and regional atmospheric monitoring of substances controlled by the 

Montreal Protocol (decision XXXV/14) 

 

Submission by the Secretariat of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol 

reproduced as received without formal editing by the Ozone Secretariat. 

 

Option for sustainable funding to establish new regional monitoring capacities: support from the 

Multilateral Fund 

1. The present note describes how the Multilateral Fund could be used to support the establishment 

of new regional atmospheric monitoring capacities. The present note has been prepared without prejudice 

to which funding option, if any, the Parties may wish to use.  

Required administrative processes 

Overview 

2. The Montreal Protocol’s control obligations relate to the consumption and production of controlled 

substances rather than emissions.1 Hence, regional atmospheric monitoring stations are not intended to 

check a country’s compliance with the Montreal Protocol. Instead, the purpose of a regional atmospheric 

monitoring station is to characterize emissions of controlled substances from the region in which the station 

is located. Such characterization will allow countries in the region to understand better their consumption 

and, where relevant, production of controlled substances, and may also help countries understand which 

uses or processes lead to emissions of controlled substances. Accordingly, establishing regional 

atmospheric monitoring stations would both help build scientific capacity in Article 5 countries and enable 

their compliance with the Montreal Protocol control measures. Therefore, the Meeting of the Parties to the 

Montreal Protocol could consider using the Multilateral Fund to provide assistance to establish regional 

atmospheric monitoring stations in Article 5 countries.    

Identification of regions that would benefit from a new atmospheric monitoring station 

3. The Parties requested the Ozone Secretariat, in consultation with relevant experts, to provide 

information on inter alia suitable locations for possible high-frequency measurements and flask sampling 

for regions not, or not sufficiently, covered by existing atmospheric monitoring, with a view to 

strengthening monitoring capacity and networks (decision XXXIII/4(b)), and a list of potential monitoring 

station locations (decision XXXV/14). To identify which regions would benefit from a new regional 

monitoring station, the Parties could be guided by the information to be provided either by the Ozone 

Secretariat, or by an Advisory Committee led by the Ozone Secretariat.  

Proposals by Article 5 countries for the establishment of a regional atmospheric monitoring station 

4. Following a decision of the Parties to use the Multilateral Fund to support the establishment of 

regional atmospheric monitoring stations, the Executive Committee could approve guidelines for preparing 

proposals for establishing such stations. Requests for funding to prepare a proposal would only be submitted 

by those Article 5 countries that wished to establish a regional monitoring station (i.e., there would be no 

 
1 Except for emission of HFC-23 by-product, for which obligations are specified in paragraph 6 or Article 2J of the 

Montreal Protocol.  
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obligation to submit such requests) and that were in a region identified by the Advisory Committee 

(paragraphs 3) that would benefit from the establishment of a regional monitoring station.  

5. Project preparation funding and project funding itself could either be provided through the bilateral 

and implementing agencies, per the Executive Committee’s usual practice, or the Executive Committee 

could consider identifying another specialized agency to assist Article 5 countries. In the latter case, the 

specialized agency would first need to enter into an agreement with the Treasurer to allow the receipt of 

any agreed funding. The Executive Committee could also consider strengthening the possible participation 

of bilateral agencies by inviting those non-Article 5 countries with stations capable of monitoring controlled 

substances to assist Article 5 countries in project preparation and/or implementation.  

6. The Executive Committee could consider proposals to establish a regional atmospheric monitoring 

station on a case-by-case basis. The Secretariat would review such proposals in light of inter alia advice 

from the Advisory Committee, information on costs to be provided to the Parties in line with 

decision XXXV/14(a), and other relevant information. If proposals from more than one Article 5 country 

from the same region are received, the Executive Committee could select the best proposal based on 

information provided by the Advisory Committee and the cost, scientific expertise of the hosting 

organization in the country, sustainability, and other characteristics.  

7. Decisions by the Executive Committee to approve the establishment of regional atmospheric 

monitoring stations could be accompanied by Agreements between the relevant Article 5 country and the 

Executive Committee, specifying reporting obligations and the conditions and schedule whereby funding 

for the continued operation of the monitoring station could be requested.  

8. As necessary, funding from the Multilateral Fund could also support capacity building at the 

institution hosting the atmospheric monitoring station to ensure the necessary data quality assurance and 

quality controls are implemented, including inter alia instrument calibrations, and that the data collected is 

stored and made available to members of the international scientific halocarbon research community, the 

public, and the Parties. Alternatively, or in addition, such capacity-building could be provided by non-

Article 5 countries with stations capable of monitoring controlling substances, through the provision of 

technical support and expertise. Depending on the number of regional atmospheric monitoring stations 

established, there may also be benefit in establishing a data centre, or partnering with an existing data centre, 

to allow the long-term storage of data.   

Advantages and disadvantages 

9. Advantages of using the Multilateral Fund to support the establishment of regional atmospheric 

monitoring stations include the assurance of predictable and sustainable funding, and the buy-in and 

ownership of the Article 5 Government that requested the establishment of a regional atmospheric 

monitoring station. Projects to establish and operate regional atmospheric monitoring stations could take 

advantage of the Executive Committee’s well-established processes for considering project funding 

requests, and periodic financial and substantive reporting that accompany Multilateral Fund approved 

projects would provide confidence in stations’ operations. The Multilateral Fund’s established processes 

allow a streamlined mechanism to disburse funding through agencies upon a decision of the Fund’s 

governing body, the Executive Committee.  

10. A disadvantage of using the Multilateral Fund to support establishing regional atmospheric 

monitoring stations is that the institutions of the Fund (MLF Secretariat, implementing agencies and 

national ozone officers) have not yet been used for that purpose and some time may be needed for projects 

associated with regional atmospheric monitoring stations to be implemented in the same smooth manner as 

those projects the Multilateral Fund has supported over decades. Moreover, decisions on the replenishment 

have not taken such possible funding into consideration.  


