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 I. Introduction  

1. The present note summarizes issues of relevance to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that 

Deplete the Ozone Layer and activities that have taken place since the previous such note 

(UNEP/OzL.Pro.35/INF/3), or will take place in the coming months, that the Secretariat wishes to 

bring to the attention of the parties. 

 II. Activities of the Ozone Secretariat 

 A. World Ozone Day 2024 

2. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 49/114, the International Day for the Preservation of 

the Ozone Layer (World Ozone Day) is observed every year on 16 September to commemorate the 

adoption of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer on 16 September 1987. 

The theme for World Ozone Day 2024 is “Montreal Protocol: advancing climate action”, celebrating 

the increasing contribution by the Protocol in climate change mitigation.  

3. The theme, visually conceptualized through posters in the six official languages of the United 

Nations, together with communication materials, will be available on the Secretariat Ozone Day  

webpage1 for download and dissemination. In addition, a comprehensive social media pack, 

infographics, a video in support of the theme and its messaging, and a video message from the 

Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will be produced for 

dissemination on World Ozone Day. The message of the Secretary-General of the United Nations for 

World Ozone Day 2024 will be shared closer to the day for further dissemination.  

4. As in previous years, the Secretariat would like to request submissions from parties on their 

planned national commemorative events to share on social media and on the World Ozone Day 2024 

dedicated webpage. In support of a small number of developing countries, as a contribution towards 

the cost of organizing national activities to commemorate World Ozone Day, the Secretariat is able to 

provide limited financial assistance. 

  
1 https://ozone.unep.org/ozone-day/montreal-protocol-fixing-the-zone-layer-and-reducing-climate-change. 

 

https://ozone.unep.org/montreal-protocol-global-cooperation-protecting-life-on-earth
https://ozone.unep.org/ozone-day/montreal-protocol-fixing-the-zone-layer-and-reducing-climate-change
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 B. Environmental Management System 2023 Meeting Report and Audit 

5. In adherence to the Strategy for Sustainability Management in the United Nations System, 

2020–2030, the Ozone Secretariat is dedicated to  maintaining an Environmental Management System 

(EMS) in accordance with the ISO 14001:2015 standard. Regular internal audits of the EMS are 

mandatory under the ISO standard and a prerequisite to fulfilling EMS requirements outlined by the 

Greening the Blue initiative. 

6. In December 2023, the Secretariat initiated an internal audit in order to ensure compliance with 

its EMS commitments. The scope of the audit was defined as the external events and travel of the 

Secretariat. Documents, instructions and procedures for integrating sustainability into its events and 

travel as outlined in its EMS served as the audit criteria. Overall, the audit found that the Secretariat 

had adhered to its EMS, reflecting overall compliance and underscoring substantial dedication to 

implementing the EMS during Secretariat events.  

 C. Launch of “Avoided CO2e” application  

7. The Secretariat launched, in a side-event during the sixth session of the United Nations 

Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme, an application named 

“Avoided CO2e”. The application quantifies and showcases the contributions of the Montreal Protocol 

and the Kigali Amendment to climate change mitigation through phase-out and phase-down of ozone-

depleting substances and hydrofluorocarbons. Avoided CO2e data are available as an online web 

application within the Data Centre of the Ozone Secretariat website as well as on mobile phone 

platforms (iOS and Android).  The Secretariat will present the application during the forty-sixth 

meeting of the Open-ended Working Group in July 2024. 

 D. Cooling hotspots and life cycle assessment brochure  

8. The Life Cycle Initiative of UNEP, in cooperation with the Ozone Secretariat, has conducted a 

study using the Life Cycle Assessment hotpots analysis to identify hotspots related to the impacts of 

air-conditioning and food cold chain systems on ozone layer depletion and climate change. A Life 

Cycle Assessment hotspots analysis can inform policy decision-making by pinpointing significant 

environmental impacts across a product’s life cycle and prioritizing efforts to deal with them. The 

results of the study are presented in brochures in the form of infographics that describe the hotspots 

and potential interventions from a policy perspective, to mitigate their impacts. The brochures are 

available on the Ozone Secretariat website.2  

 E. Development of Energy Efficiency Toolkit and collaboration on the Global 

Cooling Pledge  

9. Following the workshop on energy efficiency held before the Thirty-Fifth Meeting of the 

Parties to the Montreal Protocol, the Secretariat, jointly with the UNEP-led Cool Coalition and in 

partnership with organizations and initiatives working on energy efficiency and cooling, is developing 

an online toolkit of policy options for promoting energy efficiency and sustainability in the cooling 

sector. The toolkit will map existing tools and resources of partners and present them in one place. 

While the Secretariat focus will be on energy efficiency policies, the Cool Coalition will work on the 

other areas related to the implementation of the Global Cooling Pledge. 

10. During the twenty-eighth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP28), the United Arab Emirates, as hosts of 

COP28, launched the Global Cooling Pledge.3 The initiative commits to sustainable cooling through a 

range of concrete actions. As of now, the pledge has been signed by 68 countries and over 50 various 

public and private sector organizations. It outlines concrete actions, including the accelerated 

ratification and implementation of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, putting in place 

National Cooling Actions Plans, setting minimum energy performance standards and labelling 

programmes, and establishing building energy codes. 

  
2 Brochure AC Value Chain (unep.org) and Brochure Food Cold Chain (unep.org). 
3 The pledge constitutes one of the non-negotiated key outcomes from the Presidential Global Climate Action 

Agenda at UNFCCC COP28. 

https://ozone.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Brochure-AC-Value-Chain.pdf
https://ozone.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Brochure-Food-Cold-Chain.pdf
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 F. 2024 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

11. The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) which is convened under 

the auspices of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, is the central platform of the United 

Nations for follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals. HLPF meets annually to undertake a thematic review of the global 

progress towards the achievement of selected Sustainable Development Goals. As part of the 2024 

review process, the following Sustainable Development Goals are under in-depth review by HLPF: 

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere; Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and 

improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture; Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate 

change and its impacts; Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels; and Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the 

global partnership for sustainable development. 

12. At the invitation of the current president of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, 

the Secretariat, in full consultation with the presidents of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties to the Vienna Convention and the Thirty-Fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, 

submitted its annual report to the process. The submitted report4 outlines the work carried out under 

the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol up to the end of 2023, in relation to the theme of the 

2024 High-level Political Forum “Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of 

multiple crises: the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions.”  

III.  Cooperation with and contribution to the United Nations 

Environment Programme and other bodies 

A. UNEA-6 

13. The Ozone Secretariat participated actively during the sixth session of the United Nations 

Environment Assembly (UNEA6), held from 26 February to 1 March 2024, which focused on the 

importance of multilateral environmental agreements in addressing environmental issues and the triple 

planetary crisis. For the first time during the Assembly, UNEP convened a special “Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements (MEAs) Day” on 28 February 2024. 

14. Events in which the Ozone Secretariat participated included the Youth Environment Assembly, 

where the Ozone Secretariat made a presentation on energy efficiency and climate protection, a 

meeting on the Cooling Pledge, the high-level dialogues, in particular on “MEAs Day”, and the 

opening of the multilateral environmental agreements exhibition centre, as well as participation in 

various side events in conjunction with other multilateral environmental agreements. The presidents of 

the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention, Mr. Ndiaye Cheikh 

Sylla, Senegal, and the Thirty-Fifth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, Ms. Azra 

Rogović-Grubić, Bosnia and Herzegovina, also participated in UNEA6 and its events, making 

statements and raising the profile of the ozone treaties. 

15. The Ozone Secretariat also hosted a side event on the efforts of the Montreal Protocol towards 

advancing climate action and addressing future challenges, which was supported by the co-chairs and 

members of the Scientific Assessment Panel. The panel also included the Chair of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Mr. Jim Skea.   

16. The side event was also used to launch the Secretariat’s new application on avoided CO2eq 

data.5 

B.  Fourth Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic 

Pollution 

17. The Ozone Secretariat provided substantive, legal and conference support to the fourth session 

of the intergovernmental negotiating committee to develop an international legally binding instrument 

on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, as part of an expanded secretariat for the 

session that drew from the secretariats of other multilateral environmental agreements and UNEP 

divisions. The session of the committee was held from 23 to 29 April 2024 in Ottawa.  

  
4 Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete 

the Ozone Layer | High-Level Political Forum 2024 (un.org). 
5 https://ozone.unep.org/avoided-co2e/table. 

https://hlpf.un.org/inputs/vienna-convention-on-the-protection-of-the-ozone-layer-and-the-montreal-protocol-on-1
https://hlpf.un.org/inputs/vienna-convention-on-the-protection-of-the-ozone-layer-and-the-montreal-protocol-on-1
https://ozone.unep.org/avoided-co2e/table
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18. The Secretariat participated in the Fourth Session through Anthony Andrady, a member of the 

Environmental Effects Assessment Panel who contributes to the Panel’s work on the issue of plastics, 

with a focus on the role of solar ultraviolet radiation in the generation of microplastics. 

C. Transparency International Australia 

19. In late March 2024, Transparency International Australia contacted the Ozone Secretariat and 

the secretariat of the Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol regarding an 

assessment being undertaken by the organization on Montreal Protocol processes, including the 

Multilateral Fund. According to the letters received by the two secretariats, the purpose of the 

transparency, accountability and integrity assessment is “to provide independent feedback on [your] 

best practices as well as areas for improvement to enhance and ensure optimum transparency, 

accountability and integrity standards and their effective implementation throughout [your] 

operations.” Additional material shared with the two secretariats by Transparency International 

indicated that the assessment was not an investigation and was not triggered by any allegations of 

conflicts of interest, corruption or mismanagement.  

20. The two secretariats have been coordinating closely regarding this matter and have been in 

regular communication with the UNEP Corporate Services Division legal unit. The secretariats, 

together with the legal unit, held a meeting with the leader of the assessment. The two secretariats 

shared with Transparency International a compilation of publicly available information relating to 

transparency, accountability and integrity in the United Nations and in UNEP, applicable to the 

Montreal Protocol processes, in response to the request for assistance to identify these documents 

which are part of the general policies, rules and procedures of the United Nations Secretariat that apply 

equally to the treaty and its financial mechanism.  

21. The secretariats have agreed not to engage in commenting on the narratives of the report of the 

assessment but to provide corrections of factual and conceptual errors and respond to questions, 

guiding Transparency International to the appropriate publicly available information. Transparency 

International has mentioned that the final report, which is expected to be available in late June, will 

provide a list of findings and recommendations addressed to “the appropriate decision-making 

authority”.  

 IV. Secretariat participation in events from December 2022 to July 

2023  

22. Between December 2022 and July 2023, the Secretariat undertook several missions and 

participated in the meetings mentioned below, to further the goals of the Montreal Protocol.6   

A. Participation of the Ozone Secretariat at UNFCCC COP28  

23.  The Secretariat, together with 15 partners, hosted a pavilion at the twenty-eighth session of 

the Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change from 30 November to 

12 December 2023 in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, providing a platform for the Montreal 

Protocol and the cooling community to demonstrate their ambition and contribution to climate action. 

The “Ozone to Cool Zone” pavilion held over 50 side events and offered a platform for spreading 

awareness, scaling current efforts, and increasing ambition for more solutions that minimize the 

cooling sector's negative climate impacts and advance its sustainability goals.  

24.  In collaboration with the Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-lived Climate 

Pollutants, and the Cool Coalition, the Secretariat hosted a high-level event, inviting a group of 

leading ministers in the cooling arena to provide their “Cooling for Climate Action: Cool Soundbites”.  

The event, opened by the UNEP Executive Director, Inger Andersen, was supported by Mariam 

Almheiri, the then Minister for Climate Change and Environment of the United Arab Emirates, as well 

as other climate ministers and envoys from Brazil, Cambodia, Japan, the Federated States of 

Micronesia, the Maldives, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the United States of America. The 

summary of key messages is available on the website.7   

25. In parallel with hosting the Montreal Protocol pavilion, the Secretariat used the opportunity to 

promote its “Reset Earth” educational platform,8 engaging with schools, teachers and students in 

  
6 The list includes events in which the Secretariat plans to participate and may be subject to change. 
7 https://ozone.unep.org/cooling-climate-action-ministers-cool-soundbites. 
8 https://ozone.unep.org/reset-earth-education-resources. 

https://ozone.unep.org/cooling-climate-action-ministers-cool-soundbites
https://ozone.unep.org/reset-earth-education-resources
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workshops, a side event and training on the platform’s resources, as well as a photography competition 

on the subject of cooling.  

26.  A recording of all events, daily summaries and a list of participating partners is available on 

the Ozone Secretariat dedicated “COP28” webpage.9 

 B. Ninety-third and ninety-fourth meetings of the Executive Committee of the 

Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol 

27. The Ozone Secretariat participated in the ninety-third meeting of the Executive Committee of 

the Multilateral Fund, held from 15 to 19 December 2023, the ninety-fourth meeting of the Executive 

Committee, held from 27 to 31 May 2024, and the half-day session for an informal discussion on 

strategic approaches to Kigali Amendment implementation that took place before the ninety-fourth 

meeting of the Executive Committee. All of these meetings took place in Montreal, Canada. 

C.  Open-ended Working Group meeting on the Science-Policy Panel  

28. The Ozone Secretariat participated in the second session of the ad hoc open-ended working 

group on a science-policy panel to contribute further to the sound management of chemicals and waste 

and to prevent pollution, held from 11 to 15 December 2023 in Nairobi. The establishment of such a 

panel is provided for in resolution 5/8 adopted at the resumed fifth session of the United Nations 

Environment Assembly in March 2022. The Ozone Secretariat is contributing information and lessons 

learned from the Montreal Protocol assessment process. 

29. The key outcome of the meeting included proposals for addressing a number of substantive 

issues such as the scope, objective and functions of the panel; the operating principles of the panel; the 

institutional arrangements for the panel and the conflict-of-interests policy. Texts from those 

proposals, parts of which were bracketed, were inserted in a skeleton outline document that had been 

prepared by the secretariat, set out in annex II to the report of the meeting.10  

30. The ad hoc open-ended working group is expected to conclude its work at its third session, to 

be held from 17 to 21 June 2024 in Geneva. The provisional agenda, meeting documents and other 

supporting information are available on the corresponding meeting portal.11   

D. Illegal trade, customs and enforcement related meetings  

31. The Ozone Secretariat is a partner of the Green Customs Initiative, which held its eighteenth 

Annual Partners’ Meeting on 7 and 8 February 2024 in Brussels, hosted by the World Customs 

Organization at its headquarters. Participants noted the significant role played by customs in 

advancing compliance with multilateral environmental agreements. They further expressed support for 

the Green Customs Initiative and commended its activities on preventing and combating crimes that 

affect the environment. The results of the enforcement activities such as Operation Demeter IX (2023), 

which had seen the participation of 106 WCO member customs administrations, relevant outcomes of 

2023 conferences of parties to multilateral environmental agreements, and enforcement-related 

activities by respective secretariats, joint customs training sessions as well as planned activities for 

2024, were discussed. There was an additional presentation by the World Trade Organization on how 

the Trade Facilitation Agreement – which focuses on promoting a set of solutions and approaches to 

simplify, harmonize and standardize trade-related formalities and procedures – can support the 

implementation of multilateral environmental agreements through risk management, coordination of 

inspection, publication and availability of traders, consultations between border agencies and traders 

among others. 

32. In addition, the Secretariat participated in the Regional Conference on Green Customs within 

the East African Community held in Kigali on 24 and 25 January 2024. The meeting was jointly 

organized by the Green Customs Initiative and the Kenya School of Revenue Administration 

(KESRA), known as a centre of excellence for customs training in the region. With support from 

UNEP under the umbrella of the Green Customs Initiative, KESRA has integrated the Green Customs 

  
9 https://ozone.unep.org/cop28. 
10 Available on the meeting portal at: https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-2-science-policy-panel-

contribute-further-sound-management-chemicals-and. 
11 https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-3-science-policy-panel-contribute-further-sound-management-

chemicals-and. 

https://ozone.unep.org/cop28
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-2-science-policy-panel-contribute-further-sound-management-chemicals-and
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-2-science-policy-panel-contribute-further-sound-management-chemicals-and
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-3-science-policy-panel-contribute-further-sound-management-chemicals-and
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/oewg-3-science-policy-panel-contribute-further-sound-management-chemicals-and
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curriculum into its teaching programme, aiming to train customs officers from Kenya and the rest of 

the East African Community region. 

33. The conference aimed to share this initiative with other stakeholders from the region, mainly 

customs officers from the customs administrations of the eight East African Community countries. It 

also sought to encourage more countries in the region to adopt green customs and make efforts to 

effectively control international trade in environmentally sensitive commodities. Part of the workshop 

agenda focused on developing a joint regional plan for so doing. 

34. The UNEP Law Division has been requested to provide guidance on the development and 

harmonization of regulatory frameworks to address the growing electrical and electronic waste  

(e-waste) challenge in collaboration with the East African Communications Organization (EACO). 

The aim is to improve e-waste regulatory frameworks for countries in the East African region to help 

prevent, control, and manage pollution from e-waste. The Secretariat, together with the Secretariat of 

the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and 

other key stakeholders, was invited to the expert consultation workshop, held on 22 and 23 January 

2024 in Kigali, to contribute to the framework to develop a model e-waste regulatory framework that 

countries of the East African Community can use to develop or strengthen their own national 

frameworks. The model regulatory framework will also be used as a tool to promote harmonization of 

e-waste management measures in the East African Community. The e-waste stream also includes 

refrigeration and air-conditioning equipment in many national jurisdictions, owing to the use of 

Montreal Protocol controlled substances and other substances and components. The Secretariat 

presented the perspectives from the Montreal Protocol, based on decisions of the parties that provide 

recommendations and promote approaches to monitoring products, and the end-of-life of refrigerants 

and products containing them. 

E. Third Working Group Meeting on Environmental Sustainability Management   

35. The Ozone Secretariat attendance of the Third Working Group on Environmental 

Sustainability Management on 27 and 29 February 2024 was undertaken online. During the sessions, 

EMS updates were presented by various United Nations entities as well as information on the 

collection of data on and reporting of entities’ annual carbon emissions, survey results and reports on 

lessons learned in the field on appropriate action to make United Nations entities greener and more 

sustainable.    

F. Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Group on Ozone and Solar Ultraviolet 

Radiation 

36. The Secretariat participated in the 2024 meeting of the Scientific Advisory Group on Ozone 

and Solar Ultraviolet Radiation, formed under the Global Atmosphere Watch programme of the World 

Meteorological Organization, held on 22 and 23 April 2024 in Geneva, immediately prior to the 

twelfth meeting of the Ozone Research Managers. 

G. Meeting of the Advisory Committee of the General Trust Fund for Financing 

Activities on Research and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna 

Convention 

37. In conjunction with the twelfth meeting of the Ozone Research Managers, the Ozone 

Secretariat organized the fifteenth meeting of the Advisory Committee of the General Trust Fund for 

Financing Activities on Research and Systematic Observations Relevant to the Vienna Convention, 

held in person on 23 April 2024 in Geneva. The Committee’s discussions focused on its presentation 

to the meeting of the Ozone Research Managers, including information about its implementation of the 

long-term strategy and short-term plan for the Trust Fund, as well as the status of implementation of 

activities and the new project proposals that had been received by the Secretariat by the time of the 

meeting.   

H. Twelfth Meeting of the Ozone Research Managers   

38. The twelfth meeting of the Ozone Research Managers of the Parties to the Vienna Convention 

was held from 24 to 26 April 2024 in Geneva, organized by the Ozone Secretariat in cooperation with 
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the World Meteorological Organization. All relevant documentation is available on the corresponding 

meeting portal.12    

39. The Ozone Research Managers adopted five sets of recommendations in the areas of: research 

needs; systematic observations; gaps in the global coverage of atmospheric monitoring of controlled 

substances and options to enhance such monitoring; data archiving and stewardship; and capacity 

building. A compilation of these recommendations is posted on the portal of the current meeting as a 

background document for the parties’ information.  

40. The outcomes of the twelfth meeting of the Ozone Research Managers, along with the resultant 

recommendations, will be communicated to and considered by the Conference of the Parties to the 

Vienna Convention at its thirteenth meeting, to be held jointly with the Thirty-Sixth Meeting of the 

Parties to the Montreal Protocol in Bangkok from 28 October to 1 November 2024. 

41. In the margins of the above meeting, the Bureau of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties to the Vienna Convention held its third meeting to consider action taken and progress made on 

the implementation of decisions of the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention at its 

twelfth meeting; the issues being discussed and the recommendations of the Ozone Research 

Managers; and on issues that may be discussed by the Conference of the Parties to the Vienna 

Convention at its thirteenth meeting. 

I. Sixtieth session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change  

42. The Ozone Secretariat participated as an observer in the sixtieth session of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change (IPCC-60), held from 16 to 19 January 2024 in Istanbul. 

The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss and agree on the work of the seventh assessment 

cycle of the IPCC assessment report (AR7), including the type of reports to be produced and the 

associated timelines. 

43. The meeting adopted several decisions including one on planning for the seventh assessment 

cycle – options for the programme of work in the seventh assessment cycle (decision IPCC-LX- 9).13 

According to that decision, the programme of work agreed would include the following deliverables: 

Assessment reports from three Working Groups (WGI – The Physical Science Basis; WGII – Impacts, 

Adaptation and Vulnerability; and WGIII – Mitigation of Climate Change); a synthesis report by late 

2029; a distinct product revising and updating the 1994 IPCC Technical Guidelines on impacts and 

adaptation, including adaptation indicators, metrics, and methodologies; a Special Report on Climate 

Change and Cities (agreed in the previous cycle) in early 2027; a Methodology Report on Short-lived 

Climate Forcers (agreed in the previous cycle) by 2027; and a Methodology Report on carbon dioxide 

removal technologies and carbon capture utilization and storage by the end of 2027. The dates for the 

Working Group Contributions will be developed by the Bureau and will be presented to the Panel 

for a decision at its sixty-first meeting, to be held from 27 July to 2 August 2024 in Sofia. 

44. The Secretariat has been keeping the Panels informed about these processes so that their 

members may be nominated to participate in them, if appropriate.  

J. Meeting of the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel 

45. The Ozone Secretariat participated in the 2024 meeting of the Technology and Economic 

Assessment Panel, held from 29 April to 3 May 2024 in Rome to finalize the Panel’s reports that are 

due for consideration by the Working Group at its forty-sixth meeting.  

K. Ad hoc Global Assessments Dialogue 

46. The Ozone Secretariat participated in a meeting of the Ad hoc Global Assessments Dialogue 

(AGAD), held online on 6 June 2024. The Dialogue is an informal process that brings together the 

Heads of Secretariats and the co-chairs of major global environmental assessment initiatives supported 

by the United Nations and its Member States, benefiting from inputs from thousands of scientific 

authors and stakeholders, with the main objective of finding synergies and opportunities for 

coordination across major assessments.   

47. The issues considered during the meeting included the recently launched Human Development 

Report 2023–2024 and discussion on how different assessments are dealing with artificial intelligence.  

  
12 https://ozone.unep.org/meetings/12th-meeting-ozone-research-managers. 
13 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2024/02/IPCC-60_decisions_adopted_by_the_Panel.pdf. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fcontent%2Fhuman-development-report-2023-24&data=05%7C02%7Csophia.mylona%40un.org%7Ccec6afc4bf744f2bda7008dc7315e942%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638511785150869049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PEei0MRubY8ByozIy70GEeXkhddjTBkyD0aKDYYaiRk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhdr.undp.org%2Fcontent%2Fhuman-development-report-2023-24&data=05%7C02%7Csophia.mylona%40un.org%7Ccec6afc4bf744f2bda7008dc7315e942%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638511785150869049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PEei0MRubY8ByozIy70GEeXkhddjTBkyD0aKDYYaiRk%3D&reserved=0
https://ozone.unep.org/meetings/12th-meeting-ozone-research-managers
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2024/02/IPCC-60_decisions_adopted_by_the_Panel.pdf
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L. Eighteenth session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures  

48. The Ozone Secretariat continued its cooperation with the secretariat of the International Plant 

Protection Convention (IPPC). At the invitation of the IPPC secretariat, in April 2024 the Ozone 

Secretariat submitted, in consultation with the Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee, an 

updated report14 for the information of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures at its eighteenth 

session, held from 15 to 19 April 2023 in Rome.15  

49. In the report, the Technical Options Committee highlighted the key relevant messages of its 

2022 quadrennial report and cooperation areas between the Montreal Protocol and the IPPC. 

Furthermore, it extended once again an invitation to qualified technical experts of the IPPC Technical 

Panel on Phytosanitary Treatments in methyl bromide use for quarantine and related phytosanitary 

issues to consider participating in the Committee through the nomination procedure established under 

the Montreal Protocol.  

M. Bern III Conference on Cooperation among the Biodiversity-related 

Conventions for the Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework  

50. Upon invitation from the Law Division of UNEP, the Ozone Secretariat and a co-chair of the 

Environmental Effects Assessment Panel participated in the Bern III Conference on Cooperation 

among the Biodiversity-related Conventions for the Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework, held from 23 to 25 January 2024 in Bern. The Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework was adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity in December 2022 through decision 15/4. It includes 4 overarching goals and 23 

targets, grouped into 3 areas: reducing threats to biodiversity; meeting people’s needs through 

sustainable use and benefit-sharing; and tools and solutions for implementation and mainstreaming.  

51. Supported by the Government of Switzerland, and recognized by decision 15/13 of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Bern process ultimately aims 

at the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. The objectives of 

the Bern III Conference were to identify opportunities to strengthen cooperation and collaboration 

within and among parties to the biodiversity-related conventions, the Rio Conventions and other 

relevant multilateral environmental agreements in implementing the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework at all appropriate levels; share practical experiences of cooperation and 

collaboration in implementation; and make recommendations on further steps that could be taken to 

strengthen cooperation and collaboration, while recognizing and respecting the roles and mandates of 

each multilateral environmental agreement. The report of the meeting16 is available on the conference 

portal.17  

52. The Secretariat and the EEAP co-chairs developed an analysis of the linkages between the 

Global Biodiversity Framework and ozone layer depletion and the Montreal Protocol, available on the 

resources page of the Secretariat’s website18   

N. PACE-II of the Basel Convention  

53. The Ozone Secretariat has been invited by the Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm Conventions to join the PACE II initiative under the Basel Convention on the Control of 

Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal.19 In decision BC-15/22 part I, 

on the follow-up partnership to the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment (PACE),  the 

Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention changed the name of the follow-up partnership to 

  
14 

https://assets.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2024/04/INF_22_2024_Report_by_the_Ozone_Secretariat.

pdf. 
15 https://www.ippc.int/en/commission/cpm/cpm-sessions/cpm-18/. 
16 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/45489/Bern_III_Conference_%20final_report.pdf?sequen

ce=1&isAllowed=y. 
17 https://www.unep.org/events/conference/bern-iii-conference-cooperation-among-biodiversity-related-

conventions. 
18 https://ozone.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Interlinkages-between-the-EEAP-and-the-Kunming-

Montreal-Global-Biodiversity-Framework.pdf. 
19  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/COP-15/cop-15-dec-13-en.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.basel.int%2FImplementation%2FTechnicalAssistance%2FPartnerships%2FPACEII%2FOverview%2Ftabid%2F9284%2FDefault.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Crabbiosi%40un.org%7C3c2bcf8da17f4f58828108dc606b4936%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638491261099938757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=En%2FOsuzghUXfkos8e4kAX72JhZsYqUQHuxv3l0pTzuo%3D&reserved=0
https://assets.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2024/04/INF_22_2024_Report_by_the_Ozone_Secretariat.pdf
https://assets.ippc.int/static/media/files/publication/en/2024/04/INF_22_2024_Report_by_the_Ozone_Secretariat.pdf
https://www.ippc.int/en/commission/cpm/cpm-sessions/cpm-18/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/45489/Bern_III_Conference_%20final_report.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/45489/Bern_III_Conference_%20final_report.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/bern-iii-conference-cooperation-among-biodiversity-related-conventions
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/bern-iii-conference-cooperation-among-biodiversity-related-conventions
https://ozone.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Interlinkages-between-the-EEAP-and-the-Kunming-Montreal-Global-Biodiversity-Framework.pdf
https://ozone.unep.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Interlinkages-between-the-EEAP-and-the-Kunming-Montreal-Global-Biodiversity-Framework.pdf
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“Partnership for Action on Challenges relating to E-waste” (PACE II). Also, the scope of the 

partnership has been extended and now encompasses new e-waste streams including refrigeration and 

cooling and heating equipment. The aim of the partnership is to develop relevant technical guidance 

documents for the environmentally sound management of used and waste e-equipment including 

refrigeration and cooling and heating equipment, and promote the development of relevant policies for 

the environmentally sound management of e-waste, such as extended producer responsibility policy 

schemes. 

O. Launch of ACES  

54. The Secretariat participated in the Phase I launch of the African Centre of Excellence for 

Sustainable Cooling and Cold Chains (ACES) in Kigali, at the invitation of the Minister for the 

Environment of Rwanda. ACES is a centre designed for the testing of new equipment, education, and 

training associated with sustainable cold chains for agriculture and food. It is the first regional 

headquarters, with smaller centres planned for Kenya and Senegal. Sister centres are also being 

established in Haryana and Telangana in India. ACES is supported by the Department of Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs of the United Kingdom and the United for Efficiency initiative of UNEP.  

P. Network meetings in which the Secretariat participated 

55. Pilot Advanced National Ozone Officers Training, Joint Meeting of South Asia and Southeast 

Asia Networks of National Ozone Officers and Thematic Workshop to Enhance Awareness and 

Communication under the Montreal Protocol, Phuket, 20–24 November 2023.  

56. Regional Network Meeting for National Ozone Officers of the Europe and Central Asia 

countries, and meeting on enforcement initiatives under the Montreal Protocol, Tirana, 23–25 April 

2024. 

57. Joint Thematic Meeting for High Ambient Temperature (HAT)/Group 2 Countries in West and 

South Asia Regions, Dubai, 23–25 April 2024 (presentation by virtual means). 

58. Energy Efficiency Twinning Workshop back-to-back with the Joint Network Meeting of South 

Asia and Southeast Asia National Ozone Officers, Guangzhou, 20–24 May 2024. 

59. Regional Network Meeting for National Ozone Officers of the English-Speaking African 

Countries, Maputo 10–12 June 2024 (presentation by virtual means). 

 

     

 


