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Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

[bookmark: _GoBack]First and foremost, on behalf of the Malaysian delegation, I would like to congratulate you, Mr. President for being elected as the President of the 27th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. I would also like to express our appreciation to the Government of United Arab Emirates and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the excellent organizations and arrangements made for this meeting. I would like to assure you, Mr. President, that Malaysia supports your effort to make this meeting a success.

Mr. President, 
Ladies and Gentleman,

2.	This year is an important year in the Montreal Protocol calendar. The year 2016, marks the 30th years of continuous global effort in protecting the ozone layer and these efforts has shown result in the healing of the ozone layer which has been proven by scientific community around the world. 

3.	As a committed party to the Montreal Protocol, Malaysia has successfully implemented the project, under the HPMP Phase One, of replacing HCFC 141b to cyclopentane in selected major foam manufacturers in July this year. The on-going licensing system for the importation of HCFCs and the continuous awareness programme has able Malaysia to reduce 10% of HCFCs import into the country, thus, meet our obligation under the Montreal Protocol. However, we are concerned about the small foam manufacturers that may still need to depend on HCFC since no suitable alternatives at reasonable cost are available for them. The refrigeration and air conditioning sectors depend heavily on HCFC 22 and HFC and are similarly affected. This is another great challenge to all of us to meet another target of 35% reduction in 2020. 

Mr. President, 
Ladies and gentlemen

4.	As a Party to the Montreal Protocol, Malaysia acknowledge and support the concern of high global warming potential (GWP) of certain HFCs and the co-benefit of low ozone depleting potential (ODP) and low GWP of HFCs alternatives. However, the availability of alternatives to HFC that are suitable and safe for many industrial applications will definitely be of concern to Malaysian industries. The high cost of the alternatives itself and its conversion cost will also have direct and great impact to our local industries and ultimately to our consumers. Hence, we would like to strongly encourage parties to discuss and address these concerns in the contact group as proposed by the parties and looking forward to a successful outcome of the contact group.
Mr. President,
Ladies and gentlemen

5. 	To conclude, I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the opportunity given to me to express our commitment and support in the successful implementation of the Montreal Protocol. I believe, with full commitment from all Parties, that we will definitely be able to achieve the long term goals of the Protocol. At this point, I would also like to emphasize the importance of the Multilateral Fund model of providing financial and technical assistance to Article 5 countries as an effective and efficient framework by which, Malaysia would like to encourage other Multilateral Environmental Agreement (MEA) to emulate. Thus, we would like to urge donor parties to continue fulfilling their commitments in providing necessary and adequate financial assistance to ensure the successful implementation of the Protocol.

Thank you.
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